Cancer in Pacific people in New Zealand: a descriptive study.
Non-Maori Pacific people constitute a significant and rapidly growing population in New Zealand. An accompanying change in lifestyle associated with changing socio-economic environments results in a change in disease patterns including cancer. The paucity of reliable data on cancer necessitates our effort to contribute to the control of cancer by reviewing the available information. Our study indicates a high incidence among non-Maori Pacific people of some cancers of public health importance as well as a disproportionately high mortality rate compared to non-Maori, non-Pacific people in New Zealand. In addition, we challenge previous documentation of a significant and high incidence of cervical cancer among Pacific women compared to non-Pacific people in New Zealand. We also identified the need to remedy the inadequacy in data quality as part of any strategy to prevent and control the rising incidence and mortality attributed to cancer among non-Maori Pacific people. In addition we have commenced regional training on cancer epidemiology and propose further cancer studies in both New Zealand and the Pacific Islands.